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this book traces the history of private military companies with a special focus on uk
private forces christopher kinsey examines the mercenary companies that filled the ranks
of many european armies right up to the 1850s the organizations that operated in africa in
the 1960s and early 1970s the rise of legally established private military companies in the
late 1970s and early 1980s and today s private and important actors in international
security  and  post  conflict  reconstruction  he  shows  how  and  why  the  change  from  the
mercenary organizations of the 1960s and 1970s came about as the increasing newness
of private military companies came to be recognised it then examines how pmcs have
been  able  to  impact  upon  international  security  finally  kinsey  looks  at  the  type  of
problems and advantages that can arise for organizations that decide to use private
military  companies  and  how they  can  make  an  unique  contribution  to  international
security  corporate  soldiers  and  international  securitywill  be  of  great  interest  to  all
students of international politics security studies and war studies

this book analyses the issue of child soldiers in order to understand how armed groups
engage  with  international  organizations  to  gain  international  legitimacy  the  work
examines why some armed groups follow the rules of international humanitarian law and
others  do  not  it  argues  that  armed  groups  in  conflicts  around  the  world  engage  with
international organizations in order to gain international legitimacy and to show they are
following the laws of war by examining the issue of child soldiers in contemporary armed
conflict the volume establishes a typology of which groups will engage with international
actors and follow the laws of war and which will  not the main aim of the book is to
understand the rationality of even the most violent of actors and to understand when and
how armed groups can be encouraged to follow the laws of war the work draws from
extensive  primary  research  conducted  among  armed  groups  in  syria  and  myanmar
including al  qaeda the islamic state and the many small  ethnic  insurgent  groups of
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myanmar this book will be of much interest to students of war and conflict studies security
studies international humanitarian law and international relations

this encyclopedia provides an authoritative guide intended for students of all levels of
studies offering multidisciplinary insight and analysis of over 500 headwords covering the
main concepts of security and non traditional security and their relation to other scholarly
fields and aspects of real world issues in the contemporary geopolitical world

child  soldiers  remain  poorly  understood  and  inadequately  protected  despite  significant
media attention and many policy initiatives this research handbook aims to redress this
troubling gap it offers a reflective fresh and nuanced review of the complex issue of child
soldiering the handbook brings together scholars from six continents diverse experiences
and a broad range of disciplines along the way it unpacks the life cycle of youth and
militarization from recruitment to demobilization to return to civilian life the overarching
aim of the handbook is to render the invisible visible the contributions map the unmapped
and  chart  new  directions  challenging  prevailing  assumptions  and  conceptions  the
research handbook on child soldiers focuses on adversity but also capacity emphasising
the resilience humanity and potentiality of children affected rather than afflicted by armed
conflict
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